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We write loday to ",,",mend the efI'orU of the Federal-State 10int Board. on UDivenat Service and
Lifeline IIIld Link Up. As WI! are sure you qrce, we believe the LiteliDe propun provides an invaluable
service to low-looomc conltitucnts in our dismc:tl and lICI'Oll the country. We are gllId the Board. has
decided to look for way. 10 miDimize fraud, wute IDd uWle in the prolflUD 10 that deserYins and
quallfted &milic' willl1ill bavtl Keell to thi'lmpot1Ult procnm.

As our nation struglu to overcome uncmployml1lt and otb.cr ecODOmie cha1lcnacs, tbe Lifeline
program ia more invaluable tbIID ever. Reportt both acldcmlc and IUlecdota1 have shown that access to
phoDe Ml'Vice lcadt to areaw cbancell ofemploymellt. Our districts' Ind our nation's relliclcnls should be
ule to _ tbae l«Vloes in the cue ofIn emcraency.

We agree wholehclrtcdJy with the Board'. recommendation that the Commission put togetber a plan for
llllifbnnity on __ that would apply to all EJlaible Te1ecx>mmunioationa Carriers (ETCs) to help
elimilult4l wua. IDd abuae in thIt proanm. In doiDi 10, however, we want to make sure that low-illl:ome
support of the i\UId nunaln. stmD8. ~UIIC thIt progJIIID is 10 bene£lcialto our dislriet's residents. our
hope ill it remaiIIlI al:l:usiblCl and he to 1JIOIC who qlI8lI~.

Low-im:omc support ia cyclical and this should be acknow1cdacd. As you lJIay be awue, unemploYlllCnr
has mnairIed above 9.5% for the lur two yean IIIld those eliaible for SNAP llIIIistance baa grown more
rapidly in North Carolina tban in the ~orlty of o1ber 8tlItesI. In these cba1lengins ecoll(llJljc times.
propm. IUCh at Lifeline have a n=aI and tangible impact OD. the IiVClll of our conatitllent. aDd we would
lib tlw Commi.ion to reoognize thi$, .. we believe tMy do. As this receeeion begins to recede, the
number oftbo.. eligilU for LifelinClllwuld allO drop lCCordingIy.

Wo III'ICi 1:bII COIIlDIiuion to IIdopt tho rogornmcnd.UOIIS from tho FedoraI-5talCl Joint Board, II we
would like to IICO t1IeIo prcl&'flllDl "'.llned in tho IIIort and long-temn. Our only oon<»m is that tlw

No. of COpiS3 rec'd,_O,-__
UstABCDE



F~b 24 2011 2,07PM p.3

CommiRion IIhou1d not adopt policics that cap 1'lmdirls for low-income support or hinder competition in
an already WIl1enervccl D1Il'kcL Fot example, the FCC BhouId not mandate (even D1ini.Illal) monthly
subscriber fees for Lifeline 1II4IrI, which would prellOl1t an undue adminisU1Uive burden on both carriera
IIJId COll5l111lCl'1. The beat approad2 to llUJ1ai.ling fraud lII1d abuse ia establishment of an elLjibility
d8tllbue.

ThaDlc you for your servicc to our COl1Stit1lenti lIl1CI this COlllltry. Wc look forward to seelni your
propoled ch.nr to stfell&tban these vital plOJl'IDllI.

Sincerely.

'~ /J._/-'- 6-or Don va~-:":;'---
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Senator David Rouzer

rBterrt lackllOl1

tor Debbie Clary

Scoator William Purcell
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Senator Louia Pate

Senator Bob Atwater
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Senator Austin A11ran
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Representative Grier Martin
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Representative Tricia Cotluun
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Senator Ric:lcfflunn
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Senator Fletcher Hansell
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SlWItor Bill Rabon
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Senator WlllTIln Daniel
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SlllIlI1:or Hams Blake


